
 

 

 

 

    

Minutes 
City Council Legislative Subcommittee 
Monday, March 16, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. 

Conference Room A, 1 Junkins Ave., Portsmouth, NH 
 

  
 1. Greeting: Mayor McEachern began the meeting at 8:35a.m. In attendance were  

  Mayor  McEachern, Assistant Mayor Kelley, Councilor Cook and Councilor Flynn. 

  Staff in attendance were Jane Ferrini, Senior Assistant City Attorney. School  

  Board Chair Lisa Rapaport also attended the meeting.  

 
 

2. Approval of February 9, 2026 Minutes: Assistant Mayor Kelley moved and 

 Councilor Cook seconded a motion to approve the February 9, 2026 minutes. The 

 motion passed unanimously.  

 

3. Bills the City has registered in support or opposition: The Committee reviewed the 

 packet of emails sent to each Committee member regarding the City’s position 

 on the bill listed.      

   

4. Mayors’ Roundtable update: The Mayor noted that the Mayors’ Roundtable 

 discussed the SchoolCare issue. He also stated that NHMA does not take any 

 position on education funding because they have members with different views on 

 education funding issues. The Mayors are discussing creating a League of  Cities to 

 specifically address education funding and other legislative issues that impact 

 cities. The Mayor will advise the Committee once the League has been created. 

 

5. Association of Counties Legislative Conference update: Attorney Ferrini relayed 

 that she attended the Association of Counties Legislative Conference. She stated 

 that the presenters discussed the State’s balanced budget created by the delinquent 

 tax program that waived penalties. A County Commissioner discussed HB 1804, a 

 bill that would have made the administration of schools the responsibility of the 

 county. One County Commissioner said he was not consulted about the bill, and he 

 was going to testify against it. 

 

6. Discussion of NHMA’s request for proposed legislative policies to be 

 submitted by April 17, 2026 for consideration at NHMA’s Legislative Policy 

 Conference on September 11, 2026: The Committee discussed the NHMA policy 

 submission process and will discuss policy proposals at the next meeting. The 

 Mayor  discussed potential policies regarding amending NHMA’s current policy 

 opposing statewide zoning changes if the bills were revenue neutral or would not 

 downshift costs on to municipalities and another policy on homestead exemptions.  

  

7. Discussion of priorities for testimony on legislative issues of interest to the City: 

The Committee discussed the updated bill list from February 9, 2026 and noted 

that many of those bills were not crossing over. The Committee also discussed 

some bills listed on the new bill list dated March 12, 2026: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

•  The Committee discussed HB 1010. The bill as introduced was a bill to repeal the 

 new law that permits residential development in commercial zones. The bill was 

 amended not to repeal the law, but to provide planning boards with the ability to 

 deny residential development if roadways, water and sewer are insufficient. 

 Councilor Cook noted that planning boards already have those powers. She further 

 noted that Newington had on their warrant the rezoning of many parcels to 

 industrial, but she was not sure it passed. Attorney Ferrini noted that she did not 

 hear back from either Representative Meuse or Representative Mandelbaum on 

 why they sponsored bills that would limit or repeal the law permitting residential 

 development in commercial zones for Newington. 

 

•  The Committee agreed to change HB 1064 from track to oppose. This bill would 

 increase liability limits for all NH municipalities.  

 

•  The Committee also discussed HB 1359 and HB 1360, the two NHMA bills. Both 

 of these bills died due to no action taken by the required deadline.  

 

•  The Committee discussed the three risk pool bills: SB 605 was voted ITL (the bill 

 that was sponsored by Senator Perkins Kwoka to extend the ability to pay risk pool 

 assessments to 36 months);  SB 661 has not yet made it out of Committee, and; 

 HB 1491 (a bill similar to the bill the House passed last year that creates two types 

 of risk pools and governance provisions) has passed the House and is headed to the 

 Senate.   

 

•  The Committee, with School Board Chair Lisa Rapaport, discussed school funding 

 and school choice bills. School funding bill HB 1815 would change funding by 

 shifting the State’s responsibility to a “shared responsibility” with local 

 municipalities and would make the State only partially responsible, along with 

 local municipalities for school funding. The bill only obligates the State to pay a 

 percentage “computed towards adequacy”, and provides that education funding is a 

 political, not a legal issue. The Committee discussed that the bill reverses Rand 

 and supports the AG’s appeal of Rand. Chair Rapaport noted there were four 

 hundred speakers at the hearing on HB 1815 on Friday, and all speakers opposed 

 the bill, except the two sponsors. The Committee passed the bill, and it will be on 

 the regular calendar. The Committee also discussed that no action has yet been 

 taken on the school choice bills. 

 

8. Adjournment. The Committee set the next meeting for Monday, April 13, 2026 at 

 8:30. The meeting adjourned at 9:12 a.m. 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Jane Ferrini 
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LEGISLATIVE SUBCOMMITTEE – BILL LIST APPROVED BY COMMITTEE VOTE FEBRUARY 
9, 2026 update list as of 04092026 
 
Recommendations:  T=Track  O=Oppose  S=Support 
Votes:  ITL = killed T= Tabled INTS= Interim Study P=Passed 
HOUSING 
 
 Bill    Title   
      
ITL HB 1007 Subject: relative to manufactured housing 
   H Housing ITL  
   
ITL HB 1009 Subject: relative to municipal parking requirements for residential  
   units         
 
O HB 1010 Subject: relative to residential development on commercially   
 Housing zoned land   
   Passed House w/amendment in Senate Commerce. No hearing date  
   set yet  
    
T HB 1017 Subject: relative to accessory dwelling units and workforce   
   housing   
   H Housing ITL on RC   
 
ITL HB 1026 Subject: relative to the definition of manufactured housing    
   
ITL HB 1065 Subject: relative to multi-family and mixed-use development in  
 Housing commercially zoned areas 
    
T HB 1103 Subject: allowing municipalities to utilize community revitalization  
   tax relief credits on a wider variety of properties and structures  
   Passed House in Senate Commerce no hearing scheduled yet 
   
MISC HB 1136 Subject: relative to accessory dwelling units  
   H Housing ITL on RC but no vote taken did not cross over 
 
MISC HB 1145 Subject: relative to affordable housing investment fees  
   H Housing ITL RC no vote taken did not cross over 
 
 

https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1495&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1502&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1505&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1529&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1585&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1504&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1702&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1489&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1533&inflect=2


O HB 1196 Subject: repealing the state housing champion designation and  
   grant program 
   Passed House, in Senate Commerce H 02172026 (Reg opposed) no  
   Committee report yet 
 
INTS HB 1251 Subject: relative to restricting municipal downzoning inconsistent  
 Housing with existing neighborhood density 
   H Int Study  
  
ITL HB 1303 Subject: authorizing municipalities to adopt zoning ordinances   
 Housing related to the protection, management, or replacement of tree  
   canopy  
 
ITL HB 1349 Subject: relative to exemptions from multi-family zoning    
 Housing requirements for small or low-density communities 
    
INTS HB 1357 Subject: permitting in all residentially zoned areas by right the   
   placement of newly constructed manufactured homes 
   H Housing IntStudy  
 
ITL HB 1461 Subject: encouraging municipalities with sewage systems to extend  
   system service to neighboring communities 
    
ITL HB 1496 Subject: repealing the cap on residential parking spaces 
    
ITL HB 1525 Subject: relative to zoning restrictions concerning dwelling unit  
   occupancy 
    
INTS SB 419  Subject: relative to the housing champion designation program  
 Finance and the affordable housing fund and making appropriations 
   Refer Int Study 
 
T SB 435 Subject: relative to the zoning board of adjustment variance criteria  
   Seante amended hardship to unreasonable restrictions Passed   
   Senate w/amendment schedule 04072026 no Committee Report yet 
 
ITL SB 436 Subject: relative to zoning board of adjustment membership criteria 
 
 
  

https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1506&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1967&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=2085&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=2356&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=2277&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=2426&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1512&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1888&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1448&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1417&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1419&inflect=2


 
T SB 508 Subject: relative to the zoning board of adjustments appeal period  
   Passed Senate w/amendment (no issue from Planning) in H   
   Municipal hearing 04072026 
 
T SB 564 Subject: prohibiting certain municipal development restrictions  
   Passed Senate no hearing yet in H Housing OTP RC 
 
 
MUNICIPAL   
O HB 348 Subject: eligibility for local assistance  
   Passed House w/amendment, passed S Election w/amendment  
   (registered in opposition S hearing 03032026) H concurred w/Senate  
   amendment 
   PASSED H and S, not signed by Governor yet 
 
O HB 751  Subject:  authorizing parents to enroll their children in any public 

school in the state, and creating a limited exemption from parental 
consent required for certain recordings under the parental bill of 
rights School Boards joint open letter to Governor in opposition 

  House nonconcur CofC scheduled  
 
TBLD HB 1002 Subject: repeal solar energy systems tax exemption 
 Science Technology and Energy 
 
O HB 1064 Subject: liability of governmental units 
   Passed House registered in opposition Senate Judiciary 
 
O HB 1184 Subject: issuance of no trespass orders on municipal property 
   Passed House w/amendment in Senate Election no hearing yet 
 
S HB 1195 Subject: zoning requirements for child day care providers 
   House passed w/amendment referred to S Election no hearing yet 
 
Killed HB 1359 Subject: payment of NHMA dues 
 No action, died 
 
Killed HB 1360 Subject: legislative oversight of NHMA 
 No action, died 
 

https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1292&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1389&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=275&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1482&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1498&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1894&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1963&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=2281&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=2283&inflect=2


S HB 1433  Subject: child care tax credit 
 W & M Passed H in Senate W & M recommends OTP on CC refer to Finance  
   no hearing yet (Will register in support in S Finance 
 
ITL HB 1474 Subject: amends meals and rooms distribution by reducing   
 W & M distributions to property rich communities 
    
    
ITL SB 605 Subject: special assessment requests from pooled risk management  
 Finance programs  
   Senate voted ITL 
 
S HB 1491 assessment and nonassessment risk pools with different oversight  
   and governance 
   Passed H in S Finance registered in support, submitted Mayor’s  
   testimony on SchoolCare  Committee,  
 
 2026-1316 registered in opposition to amendment 2026-1361 
 
O SB 661 Risk pool bill as introduced eliminate nonassessment risk pool, as  
   amended permits assessments 
   Passed H and S with amendment. Registered in opposition. Gave  
   talking points to Senator Perkins Kwoka to remove from CC in Senate  
   however passed S w amendment in H Commerce hearing scheduled  
   for 04142026 
 
ITL HB 1580 Subject: taxation of non-primary residences  
 W & M 
 
ITL HB 1609 Subject: limiting use of state, county or municipal funds and property 
   for construction and operation of certain immigrant detention   
   facilities 
   ITL 
 
INTS HB 1648 Subject: homestead property tax exemption 
   House voted Interim Study 
 
TBLD HB 1786 Subject: second home tax 
   Committee wanted more information 
 

https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1477&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=2171&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1466&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1598&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=2475&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=2435&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1638&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=2390&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=2133&inflect=2


T SB 418 Subject: prohibiting municipalities from regulating  
   homestead foods 
   Passed S in H Environment hearing 03312026 10:30 
   Remove local inspecting municipalities from regulating homestead  
   foods 
 
S SB 490 Subject: task force to study housing at Pease 
   Passed S w/amendment in H Housing public hearing will email H  
   Housing Committee support prior to Executive Session 04212026 
 
 
T SB 590 Subject: use of municipal revolving funds to support electrical   
   services under approved electric aggregation plan 
   Senate voted OTP in H Science hearing 04072026 no Committee  
   report yet 
 
TBLD SB 626 Subject: define citizens in Right to Know law as New Hampshire  
   residents 
   House Tabled 
 
T SB 633 Subject: voluntary surcharge to fund Council on the Arts 
 W & M After 02092026 Meeting, reviewed amendment that removed   
   voluntary surcharge and changed to requiring donations over 50K for  
   grants or donations approved by Governor and Executive Council 
   S passed w/amendment in H W & M Committee OTP w/amendment 
 
ITL SB 634 Subject: hotel occupancy fee $2 per night 
 
TBLD SB 651 Subject: legalization of cannabis 
   Senate Tabled pending motion ITL 

https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1210&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1244&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1366&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1305&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1386&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1394&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1456&inflect=2


Supplemental bill list 04092026 

T SB 101  school choice 

 Passed Senate w/amendment in House Education hearing 03252026 at 1pm 

 Advised School Board Chair of meeting date 

TBLD SB 404  economic revitalization zone tax credit 

 House Tabled 

T SB 441  Requires MOU for transporting substance abuse client to receiving  
   community  

 Passed Senate House Health and Human Services public hearing on 04082026 

T SB 508  appeal period and plan sign off 

 Passed S and in H Municipal no public hearing on 04072026 

T SB 592  enabling regional conservation and energy resource planning for  
   habitat strongholds and wildlife corridors 

 Passed Senate w/amendment passed H Resources w/amendment referred to 
 House Finance on 04092026 

TBLD SB 654  tax credit for businesses that provide child care 

   Senate Tabled 

O SB 661  new risk pool eliminates nonassessment risk pools  

 Senate passed w/amendment in House Commerce public hearing  on 04142026 

T SB 669  on premises barbershop liquor license 

 Senate passed w/amendment in H Executive Departments public hearing 
 04012026 

T HB 164  record retention  

 Passed House in S Finance no hearing yet  

T HB 1059 not repeal the license plate scan law 

 Passed House in S Transportation  OTP CC 

 

https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=SB%20101
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=SB%20404
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=SB%20441
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=sb%20508
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=SB%20592
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=sb%20654
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=2475&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=SB%20669
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=134&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=hb%201059


T HB 1079 accessory dwelling nonconforming structures 

 Passed House not yet assigned to S Commerce 

ITL HB 1181 ZBA notice- deletes newspaper publishing for notice, post 5 days 

ITL HB 1220 City approval of school budgets 

ITL HB 1233 minutes nonpublic 

 Senate ITL  

T HB 1275 sludge moratorium and PFAS fund 

 Passed H Environment w/amendment referred to Senate energy and Natural 
 Resources 

T HB 1300 nongermane amendment to redistricting bill requires ballot question  
   of tax cap no higher than inflation 

 Passed H w/amendment and referred to S Election Law 

T HB 1434 Keno 

 Did not go to H floor or crossover to S  

T HB 1433 creating child care credit for qualifying businesses 

 Passed House passed  S W & M and referred to S Finance no hearing scheduled yet  

T HB 1515 repeals childcare grant program 

 Passed H and S 

T HB 1540  allowing ADU in protected shoreland with CUP  

 House passed w/amendment in Seante Commerce no hearing yet 

T HB 1555 appeal fire code 

 Passed House w/amendment in Senate Executive Departments public hearing 
 04152026 

T HB 1581 requires municipalities to notice owner of change to assessed   
   property 

 House passed w/amendment in S Election Int Study CC 

 

https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201079
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201181
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201220
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201233
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201275
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/pdf.aspx?id=25152&q=amendment
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201434
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201433
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201515
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1951&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201555
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201581


T HB 1588 Housing special assessment districts 

 House passed in S Commerce hearing 03312026 no recommendation yet 

ITL HB 1625 expedite building permit approval small home repairs    

ITL HB 1680 public transportation funding 

ITL HB 1691 restricts eligibility for current use    

  HB 1704 employee negotiate directly with employer 

IND POSTPONE    

T HB 1711 government land use local land use hearing nonbinding 

 Passed House in S Election hearing 04072026 

T HB 1756 allowing nonprofits to file for tax exemption once every 5 years 

 Passed H in S Election OTP CC 

T HB 1759 change recusal of land use board to binding committee vote 

 Passed House w/amendment in Senate Election hearing 04072026 

T HB 1771 waiver of child care staffing requirements 

 Passed H and S 

ITL HB 1799 Rand bill 

LAW HB 1815  edit definition of adequate education 

 CHAPTER 19 

T SB 559  minimum speed limit 20 mph 

 Passed S w/amendment in House Transportation HEARING 04142026 

O? HB 1788 prohibit DEI in contracts, makes them void and any citizen can sue 

 Passed H in S Judiciary Referred to Int Study CC 

 SB 572  nongermane amendment prohibiting municipalities to promote  
   vaccines in H Executive Departments public hearing 03252026 

O? CACR 12 Passed S H W & M nongermaine amendment Constitutional   
   Amendment to prohibit income tax 

 

https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201588
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201625
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201680
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=hb%201691
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201704
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201711
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201756
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201759
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201771
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201799
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1534&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=SB%20559
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=HB%201788
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/results.aspx?adv=2&txtbillno=sb%20572
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1308&inflect=2
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